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Run for You Raises Money for Counseling Center
By BREA SMITH
REPORTER | SMITH3034@MARSHALL.EDU

Students, staff, alumni,
children and even a dog
joined the race to help the
Counseling Center provided
resources
to
students,
resources
like
suicide
prevention workshops, yoga
and many other activities.
On Apr. 16 Marshall
Student
Government
Association
and
the
Counseling Center cohosted a 5k called “We
Will Run for You” to help
the Counseling Center
raise money to continue
Brea Smith

providing
outreach
programs to students and
staff. Dr. Candace Layne,
director of the Counseling
Center, spoke about why
they have this event.
“We have been doing this
since before Covid-19,”
Layne said. “We had one
‘We Will Run for You’
5k and then we had one
point in 2020 but Covid-19
cancelled it. So, we’re back
doing this. We do it just to
spread our message that we
are here for you.”

Cunningham continued on page 3.

MU Grad Runs Ends on
American Song Contest
Former Marshall student Alexis
Cunningham represents West Virginia
with a deep run on NBC’s American
Song Contest.
Cunningham continued on page 2.

Marshall
students ride
FREE with I.D.

Running Six Days a Week!
Standard Daytime Service:

20-minute loop along 3rd, 4th and 5th Avenues
between 7:30am & 3:00pm
Stops at Pullman Square (Visual Arts Center,
Huntington’s Kitchen), Keith Albee & More!

Afternoon Service:

HD-472179

30-minute loop, route extended to include
5th Avenue Kroger from 3:00pm to 7:00pm

SATURDAY 529-RIDE
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MU Alum Completes Run SGA Preps for
on American Song Contest Next Semester

Alexis Cunningham

By VICTORIA WARE
REPORTER | WARE57@MARSHALL.EDU

Although her run on the “American
Song Contest” has ended, Alexis
Cunningham, West Virginia native and
former Marshall University student, feels
proud to have represented her home state
in the competition.
“I started playing guitar at about nine
and then made my first demo… when I was
16 or 17 in Huntington, West Virginia,”
Cunningham said. “When I was going to
Marshall, I was living in the dorms and I
was just putting a lot of YouTube videos up
and I was writing songs.”
“I got an offer to do a development
deal in southern New Jersey where my
grandfather happened to live, so I went
and lived with him and wrote and recorded
an album. From there, I just started playing
shows and gigs in south Jersey down the
shore and then also in Philly—just kind of
like the Tri-State area—and was able to
start writing with bigger writers.”
“I was able to go out to Los Angeles
and record an EP—a five song EP—
at Universal Studios when I was 21,”

Cunningham said. “From there, I was able
to tour Sweden and just experimented with
sound. I had a couple different bands and
projects varying in genre in Philly and just
continued to work and write.”
“Eventually, I found out about this
opportunity, submitted some songs,”
Cunningham said. “I had recorded an
album right before the pandemic and this
is one of the songs on that album. They
chose the song ‘Working on a Miracle’
from that album and I was selected to
represent West Virginia in the American
Song Contest.”
American Song Contest is an eightweek competition in which musical artists
from the 50 states, five U. S. territories and
the U. S. capital perform original music.
Performers advance to the next round by
garnering votes from the viewers.
Cunningham is proud to represent
her home state of West Virginia in the
“American Song Contest.”
“It’s really exciting and I’m really proud
and grateful to be doing it,” Cunningham
said, “It’s like a full circle moment—dream
come true—because I’m really a hometown

girl. I grew up—born and raised there. I
just love my friends and family.
“The people in West Virginia are just
really warm and kind,” Cunningham said.
“I’m proud to be from West Virginia and I
think it helped make me who I am.”
While the process of competing as a
contestant has been long, Cunningham
said that it has been an incredible
opportunity.
“The process has been long,”
Cunningham said. “I started interviewing
for this in August last year. So, it’s been
quite a process. As far as being there in L.
A. to perform, it was exciting. I was really
nervous to be honest, but like I said, it
felt like a dream come true and what an
opportunity to be able to sing my original
music on that kind of a stage.”
The song that Cunningham performed
for the contest, “Working on a Miracle,”
has gone through changes since she first
wrote it and has encompassed different
musical genres.
“This particular song, I like to say it’s like
Mark Ronson production meets Fleetwood
Mac vocals and this song particularly
started out—I wrote this when I think I
was about 21 or 22,” Cunningham said.
“It started out as a country song, and it was
flipped so it kind of has a strong story line
in it and I like that about it.”
Cunningham is currently working on
new music and will soon be back in the
recording studio.
“I have about two albums worth of new
music ready and I’m also writing again in
the process, and I’ll be back in the studio—
depending on what happens with the
contest—within the next few weeks to a
month-Will be back in the studio working
on also some new music,” Cunningham
said. “So, there will be a lot to come—new
stuff coming out.”

By BREA SMITH
REPORTER | SMITH3034@MARSHALL.EDU

With
the
semester
ending soon, Marshall’s
Student
Government
Association prepares for
the next semester with a
transfer of power. From
senate session 79 to session
80, Bella Griffiths has
handed over the reins to
Walker Tatum as president
of the senate and vice
president of the student
body.
The first order of
business was to elect the
senate executives for the
2022-2023
academic
year. The first position
up for vote was senate
president pro-tempore (or
pro-temp). Tomas Smith,
the current pro-temp,
spoke up and provided a
little insight about being
pro-temp.
“It’s a lot of jobs in
one
position,”
Smith
said. “Every week you are
responsible for working
with the vice president,
overseeing the committees
and making sure that
people are getting where
they need to be. It’s a
lot, but it’s a rewarding
position.”
The voting commenced
over
an
anonymous
Google Forms survey for
each position. After a
couple of minutes, Tatum

announced that Makena
Rauch would serve as
the next pro temp. The
next position up for vote
was parliamentarian, and
after a moment of pause,
Tatum announced that
Chloe Davis would take
over the position.
Isabella Robinson took
the position of treasurer
next. Nicholas Taylor won
the position of campus
life and committee chair.
Olivia Moncada took
education outreach chair.
Abby Ayes, the current
education outreach chair,
provided a little insight
into the position’s duties.
“It’s a really good
beginner
executive
position,
you
know?”
Ayes said. “I came right
out of the apprenticeship
program,
straight
into executive for that
position.... It’s one of
those
positions
that
doesn’t require as much
time. It just requires a
lot of organizing, getting
outreach
and
finding
people to come to Senate.”
The
next
position
that was up for vote was
historian of the senate,
which went to Maddy
Scott, and finally seargent
at arms went to Dylan
Ellison.
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to help the Counseling
Center raise money to
continue providing outreach

programs to students and
staff. Dr. Candace Layne,
director of the Counseling

Center, spoke about why they
have this event.
“We have been doing this

since before Covid-19,”
Layne said. “We had one ‘We
Will Run for You’ 5k and then
we had one point in 2020 but
Covid-19 cancelled it. So,
we’re back doing this. We do
it just to spread our message
that we are here for you.”
Layne also said, “This
is a cool way to open the
conversation of mental health
in a variety of ways. We do
the 5k, the ‘Love Yourself ’
days on campus. So, we’re
trying to do creative outreach
to just open the conversation
about mental health.”
The race started at the
student center at 8 a.m. with
a total of 22 racers. The race
itself involved a guided two
laps around the campus.
Aaron Dickens, one of
the racers and a Marshall
alumnus, said, “This was a
perfect day to run. It’s mid

50s. Right now, the sun’s
hitting right on us, plus the
race atmosphere always adds
like a little more fun to add a
little more enthusiasm.”
After all the racers had
returned to the starting point,
it came time to start the
award ceremony. The awards
were separated by sex.
In the men’s overall
category, Noah Copley took
home first with a time of
18:16.1; Aaron Dickens
took second place with a
time of 19:32.0 and William
Carpenter took third with
20:17.5. In the female
category, Karis Shannon
took home first with a time of
25:06.7; Holly Cyphert took
second place with a time of
26:56.6 and Shari Shriver in
third with a time of 28:00.2.

STEM Speaker Presentation Talks About Addressing Failure
By ANDREW CORLISS
REPORTER | CORLISS2@MARSHALL.EDU

The latest talk in Marshall’s
STEM speaker series discusses
the ways we can break the mold
of pre-established, typical roles
and boundaries in STEM on
Monday.
Dr. Raven Baxter, an awardwinning molecular scientist and
educator, delivered a speech
about her STEM journey since
childhood.
The class clown in space
camp, her interests shifted

toward environmental science
in high school. Baxter was
accepted to SUNY College of
Environmental Science and
Forestry in New York, but did
not perform as well as she had
hoped.
“I was gifted in that I could
pick up things really fast, but I
wasn’t a scholar,” Baxter said.
“I didn’t know how to apply
all these amazing things in my
brain to pass a test, or even know

how to advocate for myself as
student. I had a lot of potential
but ended up not doing well. In
fact, I failed completely out of
college.”
Soon after, Baxter gave it
her all on a second subsequent
enrollment in community college
and afterwards went to pursue a
four year degree. After finding
her passion for biology, she
graduated on the Dean’s List by
learning how to properly apply

herself and ask for help.
By working with a variety of
demographics in her community
college—such
as
military
veterans, refugees and the
elderly—it opened her eyes to
the importance of diversity in
STEM fields.
“Can you imagine dissecting
frogs with someone from the
military? We got straight ‘A’s,”
Baxter said. “I learned so much
from that man. He was very

precise, methodical…and it was
amazing. Before, I was in a class
full of people who had the same
exact experiences that I did…
and nobody had anything new
to contribute. I learned how to
value conversations with those
with different worldviews and
what it means to talk about
science with them. That is how
I learned about the true nature
of diversity. It’s way beyond
skin-deep.”
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Groups Fight Food Insecurity
By VICTORIA WARE
REPORTER | WARE57@MARSHALL.EDU

Combatting food insecurity and
providing meals to those in need
will serve as the focus of two events
headed by Marshall University
faculty and students.
The Hunger Banquet is an
interactive learning event that will
take place on Thursday, Apr. 21
in the Memorial Student Center.
Sociology Professor Kristi Fondren
has coordinated the event for her
social stratification class. The event
itself has received sponsorship from
the Office of Student Affairs.
“It’s an experiential learning
event,” Fondren said. “It’s a
simulation… Students basically
draw their lots at random when
they walk in and that will determine
where [they] sit. It doesn’t mean
that you’re going to stay seated
there—there’s some things that
happen.”
“Basically, food is used to
represent the unequal distribution
of food in the world as we focus
on global poverty and hunger,”
Fondren said. “The idea is ‘come
hungry, we are going to feed you.’
There’s going to be more than
enough food to feed every single
person in that room, but you will
see it’s not distributed in an equal
fashion.”
“So, our hope is that they will
come hungry and leave full—
maybe of food, but hopefully of
knowledge on this issue. And that it
will have enough of an impact on
them to see this visually—to see the
unequal distribution of food—that
they will want to act and if they
can’t act in a global way, they can
act in a local way...” Fondren said.
Fondren said that she hopes

the event will make people more
empathetic towards those that are
in need and suffering from food
insecurity.
“One of the big things is
awareness…about global poverty
and hunger and the unequal
distribution of food and resources
because hunger is about power and
access to resources on a global scale,
but also locally,” Fondren said.
“We really hope this event will
bring out empathy in people and
students so, that they will like to be
involved,” Fondren said, “So many
times with everything going on we
focus on ourselves and what we
have and don’t have, or we might
be looking above us to what we
want to achieve at that next level.”
“We think about where we are,”
Fondren said. “We look at what we
want to achieve and aim for, but
we forget. So, we hope that it will
create greater empathy towards
others and motivate students to act
both locally [and] globally too.”
Empty Bowls is annual event
in which ceramic bowls created
primarily by Marshall art students
are sold in order to raise money for
the Facing Hunger Food Bank. The
event will take place on Friday at
Pullman Square.
“Empty Bowls is a national
initiative
fundraiser
where
ceramic artists and schools with
ceramic programs work together
as a community to sell handmade
ceramic bowls, and then the
proceeds from those fundraisers
benefit local food banks all across
the country,” Ceramics Professor
Allora McCullough said.
“The one here in Huntington
has been connected with the Facing

Hunger Food Bank for 19 years,”
McCullough said. “Specifically
here at Marshall, our students
participate not only by producing
the ceramic bowls to sell at the
fundraiser, but each of them also
volunteer six hours of time at the
Facing Hunger Food Bank so that
they get that community service
experience.”
McCullough said that Empty
Bowls is beneficial to the community
because it’s purpose it to provide
food to those in need.
“I think especially since the
changes that have happened with
Covid, food scarcity is a pretty
real issue in our community,”
McCullough said. “So, Facing
Hunger Food Bank provides
food and resources not just in
Huntington, but in 17 surrounding
counties between West Virginia,
southern Ohio and Kentucky.”
“For every bowl which is sold for
$20, that money is able to provide
enough funds through the food bank
for 180 meals,” McCullough said.
“So, a single bowl produces 180
meals for those in our community
who need supplementary assistance
to put food on the table and that’s
massive because you figure if we
sell 1,000 bowls… that’s 180,000
meals to benefit people in our
community.”
“I think that that can be the
difference between a kid going hungry
over the weekend when they don’t
have access to food at school or that
can be the difference between an
elderly person waiting on their Social
Security income to be able to eat from
month to month,” McCullough said.
“I think it quite literally saves lives.”

Students Walk for Sexual
Assault Awareness Month
By MEGAN GRAGG
REPORTER | GRAGG4@MARSHALL.EDU

Students and faculty “Walk the Walk”
for April (or Sexual Assault Awareness
Month) at Marshall University.
“It’s a great way for people to show
solidarity,” Alyssa Hager, the violence
prevention and response coordinator, said.
“This year, we took a different approach
in making it a little less gender specific,
that way people feel like they all can come
out and join.”
In years past, they have done many
different events like “Walk a Mile in Her
Shoes” but the Walk the Walk event allows
it to come across as non-gender specific.

Many smaller events—like Teal Day—
have led to this larger event to conclude
the month of April.
“This large event invites many of the
community members, organizations on
campus and we are also inviting Rape
Crisis Center to come and accept any
donations and to be a part of this event,”
said Hager.
The Walk the Walk event consisted of
a mile-long walk around campus to honor
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. This
event also passed out T-shirts and gave out
resources to all participants.

Photos by Shauntelle Thomspon
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“What Were You Wearing?” Exhibit Challenges Rape Culture
Trigger Warning: This
article mentions instances
of sexual assault.
By TAYLOR ISAAC

CONTRIBUTOR| ISAAC24@MARSHALL.EDU

guilt—like somehow it was my fault
that I was assaulted.”
Another shared a similar experience,
describing violent and abusive dating
behaviors with an ex-boyfriend.
“I had never felt so disgusted with my
body. I never want to picture myself in
that moment again. It can be a memory
for the girl I used to be instead.”
Another student wrote of her violent
attack at a campus fraternity as a
freshman. This time frame is called
the “red zone” and counts for 84% of
female survivors’ reports, studies say.
“He kept touching me even though I
was telling him no and begging him to
get off of me. At some point, I had to
give in to him because I was so scared.
I regret to this day not reporting it like
I should’ve.”
Among undergraduate college
students, one in every three women
and one in every five men experience
rape or sexual assault, according to
the Rape, Abuse and Incest National
Network.
Still, sexual violence goes widely
underreported by victims. Some
individuals choose not to report
because they fear consequences, did
not think they would receive help or
believed their attack was not important
enough to report.
This is an effect of “rape culture,” in
which sexual violence is normalized
and excused in the media and popular
culture. Experts say examples of rape
culture include statements such as:
“You asked for it.”
“You should not look like that if you do
not want attention.”
“Well, what were you wearing?”

All these statements try to convince
victims of sexual violence the attacks
are their fault.
Marshall student Ripley Haney said
she felt that way after she was assaulted
and raped in the back seat of her own
vehicle.
“Like most survivors, I disassociated
from what happened and tried to
normalize it,” Haney said in an
interview last week. “It’s hard to believe
that something like that can happen to
you. You blame yourself, even though it
is never your fault.”
Haney had just begun her freshman
year when she met Chase Hardin, a
fellow student at the university and
church-goer. The two set up a date to
study the Bible at Ritter Park, a date
that would change her life forever.
Haney did not know her new friend
already had a growing history with
mistreating women and had been
convicted of crimes related to a prior
assault. The majority of undetected
college rapists are serial perpetrators—
committing an average of six rapes
each, experts say—and Hardin was no
exception.
“I did not tell my parents or report it
to the police until about six weeks after
it happened,” Haney said. “I was not
even going to report it because I did
not want my parents to know, until a
dear friend/mentor of my bible study
group encouraged me to.”
From then on, Haney went to the
courthouse or the police station at least
once a week for the next two years.
She also filed a complaint to Marshall
University’s Title IX office during this
time.

“From November to February,” she said. “It is emotionally taxing to tell
said, “Chase was freely walking around your story over and over again with
campus. He would follow me on several only the slight chance that it will end
occasions. I never felt safe. I will never up in a conviction.”
feel safe again on campus because of
After hearing five days of testimony,
how I was treated.”
the jury found Hardin guilty of two
Hardin was suspended from the
counts of second-degree sexual assault
university after his Title IX hearing,
for the rape of Haney, but not in the
but was not expelled until his arrest.
case of another alleged victim who had
Then in August 2020, with Cabell
come forward. In September 2020,
County
Continued on Page 11
Circuit
Judge Alfred
Ferguson
presiding, the
trial began.
“I testified
for eight
hours straight
with one
15-minute
break,”
Haney said.
“It was
physically
and
emotionally
exhausting.”
Haney said
she had to
answer a
wide array
of intrusive
questions
while on the
stand.
“I 100%
understand
why other
women do
not come
charleystephens7@gmail.com
forward,” she

PIANIST
NEEDED

A Church is seeking
a part-time or full-time
paid pianist for church
services in Milton, WV

Contact:
Charles Stephens
(304) 417-4417

HD-473281

A Barbie nightgown, a baseball cap,
a Bible camp shirt, and athletic shorts.
These seemingly unrelated articles of
clothing share one heartbreaking truth:
all were worn by people while they
were sexually assaulted.
The outfits and others like them
were part of the “What Were You
Wearing?” survivor art installation in
the MU Visual Arts Center earlier this
month.
Students and community members
who had faced sexual violence were
encouraged to share their stories and
the details of their clothing at the time.
Exhibit curators then recreated those
outfits.
Originally created in 2013 by leaders
at the University of Arkansas, the
exhibit strives to challenge the idea
of victim blaming and to show that
clothes do not cause sexual assault.
Marshall’s Violence Prevention
& Response Program as well as
CONTACT Rape Crisis Center led
the art installation in honor of Sexual
Assault Awareness month.
“I wanted to do things for sexual
assault awareness month that I felt were
really powerful and that gave a voice to
survivors,” said program coordinator
Alyssa Hager.
The Apr. 11-13 installation, which
selected 25 victims’ stories, featured
detailed accounts from the victims.
Many described assaults that occurred
when they were Marshall students.
Some 90% of victims are assaulted
by someone they know, as was the case
with one Marshall student who added,
“Since my assault, I have suffered from
flashbacks, nightmares, and immense
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Online Exclusive: Analyzing Each Team
Competing in Sun Belt Soccer

By TYLER KENNETT
SPORTS EDITOR | KENNETT@MARSHALL.EDU

The Thundering Herd is one of nine
teams that will join the new-look Sun Belt
soccer conference in 2022. The conference
last sponsored men’s soccer in 2020, but
the new group of teams establishes one
of the most powerful conferences in the
NCAA.
“These elite programs will lend instant
credibility and help establish the Sun
Belt as one of the nation’s premier men’s
collegiate soccer conferences,” Sun Belt
Conference Commissioner Keith Gill
said in a statement. “They each bring
their unique traditions and histories of
excellence. We welcome them and look
forward to a bright future on the pitch.”
Marshall just won the College Spring
League Final against Bowling Green,
giving Marshall another trophy to bring
back to Huntington. While it’s not the
NCAA, Herd fans should have excitement
for what is to come, even if it’s not Marshall.
West Virginia University, for instance, was
a few penalty kicks away from a national
championship appearance.
The nine teams entering SBC Soccer
in 2022 have combined for over 100
NCAA Tournament appearances.
With that in mind, here is a brief look at

Marshall and West Virginia, two of those
teams. Every other team will be featured
in the online edition of the Parthenon.

Marshall University
Thundering Herd

Best Recent Season:
2020-21
NCAA National Champions
2021 Record
11-4-3
NCAA Tournament Appearance
Marshall’s induction into the SBC for
2022 is likely one of the major motivations
for the Sun Belt to reinstate soccer sooner
rather than later. Marshall is arguably
the most successful program in the Sun
Belt, winning a national championship
and being a top-3 team nationally for a
large portion of the 2021 season. While
the Herd couldn’t repeat as champions
in 2021, Marshall showcased its ability to
hang with the best of the teams that will
make up the SBC in 2022.
The Herd was led in goals by Pedro
Dolabella, Vinicius Fernandes, and Vitor
Dias in 2021. While Fernandes is the only
returning player for 2022 of those names,
the Herd has five returning grad students
on its roster and seven returning seniors.
Marshall is one of the most experienced

teams in the NCAA once again, giving
Head Coach Chris Grassie a chance
to run it back one more time with a
core group of familiar players.
The Herd is a team that outpaces its
opponents in most contests, averaging
2.06 per game and outscoring
opponents 37-20 on the season. It
takes - on average - three more shots
than opponents on a nightly basis.
This upcoming season will be one
of the most exciting seasons that
Marshall has played in recent memory
due to the conference’s talent from top
to bottom.
At one-point last season, Marshall
held opponents scoreless in eight of
ten consecutive matchups.
In those contests, the Herd
outscored its opponents 19-3. With the
return of goalkeeper Oliver Semmle
coming alongside the return of some
of the Herd’s best goal scorers, the
Herd will look to continue to control
the game in the way it did during that
stretch in 2021.
Marshall brings in a unique set
of rivalries thanks to the addition of
some former C-USA programs. The
Herd will likely continue to have
thousands of fans in attendance for
each game in 2022, especially due to
the addition of WVU in the SBC.

West Virginia University
Mountaineers
Best Recent Season:
2021
NCAA Tournament Quarterfinals
2021 Record
12-3-6
NCAA Tournament Appearance

In 2021, the Mountaineers announced
that they would be joining Conference
USA for the 2022 season. Of course, as
Conference USA and Sun Belt news
unfolded, WVU switched paths and will
now be a part of the Sun Belt. WVU
will now compete alongside Marshall on
a yearly basis in conference play for the
first time in a Division I sport. As a former
member of the MAC for Men’s Soccer,
WVU took on Marshall and Kentucky in
2021 in two very competitive matchups.
In the MAC championship, WVU fell to
Georgia State, another team entering the
SBC in 2022. As a whole, WVU had one
of its best seasons last season, making it to
the NCAA Quarterfinal.
WVU averaged 1.67 goals per game,
outscoring opponents by an entire goal on
average. The Mountaineers put up a goal
differential of 35-14. Over 43 percent of
WVU’s shots were on goal.

WVU was led in goals by Ciro Jaeggi
Bourlot – who had 6 goals on 12 shots
in 2021. He returns as a Junior in 2022,
meaning that the Mountaineers should
have one of their best offensive players
for at least two more seasons. WVU has
nine players that are seniors or higher in
terms of class standing, and it returns
four of its five top goal-scorers.
Defensively, the Mountaineers lose
their fifth-year goalkeeper Steven
Tekesky for 2022. Senior goalkeeper
Jacob Castro is the only other GK who
saw action in 2021, playing in one game.
WVU is yet another powerhouse
program that will compete in the SBC
in 2022. Between Marshall and WVU,
the state of West Virginia now has an
in-state conference rivalry in a major
sport that could also double as a top10 matchup. For the state as a whole,
West Virginia seems to be one of the
best states for collegiate soccer in the
country. The Sun Belt Runs through the
Mountain State.
For a full, feature-length, multimedia
story that showcases the rest of
the teams in the SBC, please visit
marshallparthenon.com. The full
version of this story will be released
alongside this abbreviated version
that focuses on Marshall and WVU.
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Sun Belt Football Coaches
Excited for Marshall’s Arrival
By JUSTIN ZIMMER
REPORTER | ZIMMER3@MARSHALL.EDU

The football coaches of the Sun Belt
Conference had a media call as spring practices
continue across the country Thursday.
Ten of the 14 Sun Belt coaches were on the
call.
Commissioner Keith Gil addressed the legal
situation that allowed an exit from Conference
USA for Marshall, Old Dominion, and
Southern Miss.
“It really was about the schools and
Conference USA working it out, you know, we
really didn’t play a role in that.”
Appalachian State’s head coach Shawn
Clark talked about the excitement for his team
to face tough competition in the East Division
of the Sun Belt Conference:

“The Eastern Division will be one of the
premier Group of Five conferences in the
country, especially on our side. It’s tough.”
Marshall will take on Appalachian State on
Nov. 12 in Huntington.
Georgia Southern’s head coach Clay
Helton comes to the Sun Belt after five years
in Los Angeles at the University of Southern
California. Helton talked about the Sun Belt
Conference as a step up in competition in the
Group of Five.
“We’re actually capturing really quality
schools. Marshall is one of those that that
comes to mind. It’s an exciting time for the
conference.”
Marshall will face off with Georgia
Southern on Nov. 19, a week before the season
finale against Georgia State.

Marshall Baseball Struggles
Against Louisiana Tech
By JUSTIN ZIMMER
REPORTER | ZIMMER3@MARSHALL.EDU

Marshall baseball continued Conference play
this past weekend taking on the Louisiana Tech
Bulldogs in a three-game series. Louisiana Tech
won the series two games to one.
In the first game of the weekend series, the
Bulldogs offense was able to start with the bats as
in the first inning as Jeffery Purnell was struggling
with the locations of his pitches.
Jorge Corona hit a grand slam to center field
to give Louisiana Tech a 4-0 lead. The Marshall
bats scored two home runs off a Ryan Leitch, a
2-run homerun trimming the deficit to two in the
bottom of the first.
Walker Burchfield would go deep in the third
inning, expanding the lead to 5-2. Then in the
bottom of the third, Luke Edwards would go
deep on a 2-run homerun trimming the deficit
to 1.
In the fifth inning, Steele Netterville went
deep to give the Bulldogs a 7-4 lead. A couple
of batters laded Corona went deep again,
expanding the lead back to four.
Marshall clawed its way back from another
four-run deficit to win the ballgame Friday.

Marshall won by a final score of 10-9.
On Saturday, Marshall and Louisiana Tech
played an 18-inning doubleheader. In-game
one, the Marshall bats got off to an early start.
Marshall, in the first four innings, scored four
early runs. However, in the latter portion of the
ballgame, the Bulldogs scored seven unanswered
runs to win the ballgame 7-4.
In-game two of Saturday’s doubleheader,
Louisiana Tech would get off to an early start
leading 3-0. Eddie Leon went deep for a two-run
home run in the fourth inning, the first home run
of his collegiate career; that home run trimmed
the deficit in half.
After Louisiana Tech scored on a wild pitch,
extending the lead to 5-2, in the bottom of the
fifth inning, Marshall scored three more runs to
tie the game ballgame at 5.
However, in the ninth inning, the Bulldogs
pulled away, scoring six runs to win the ballgame
by a final score of 11-5. This was Louisiana Tech
head coach, Lane Burrough’s 300th career win.
Marshall baseball is back in action Tuesday
against the Ohio State Buckeyes for the third
time this season. Ohio State won the first two
meetings; the first pitch is at 6:05.
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Pandemic Decision-making is Difficult and Exhausting
– Here’s the Psychology that Explains Why
ELIZABETH TRICOMI
RUTGERS UNIVERSITY

(THE CONVERSATION) You
want to sit down for an indoor
dinner with friends. A couple
of years ago, this was a simple
enough activity that required
minimal planning. However, that
is not the case in today’s world.
Many people now face a stream
of further considerations about
benefits and risks.
Will I enjoy the experience?
What are the potential downsides?
Am I comfortable with the
restaurant’s
pandemic-related
policies? What’s the ventilation
like? Is it very busy there at this

time of day? Am I planning to
see lots of people, or people with
compromised immune systems, in
the near future?
This is exhausting! As scientists
at the Learning and DecisionMaking Lab at Rutgers UniversityNewark, we’ve noticed how many
decision-making processes are
affected by the pandemic. The
accumulation of choices people
are making throughout the day
leads to what psychologists call
decision fatigue – you can end
up feeling overwhelmed and
make bad decisions. The current
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pandemic can make this situation
more pronounced, as even the
choices and activities that should be
the most simple can now feel tinged
with risk and uncertainty.
Risk involves known probabilities
– for example, the likelihood of
losing a certain hand in poker.
But uncertainty is an unknown
probability – you can never really
know the exact chance of catching
COVID-19 by engaging in certain
activities. Human beings tend to be
both risk-averse and uncertaintyaverse, meaning that you likely avoid
both when you can. And when you
can’t – as during a confusing phase
of a pandemic – it can be draining
to try to decide what to do.
Before the COVID-19 pandemic,
most people didn’t think through
some basic decisions in the same
way they might now. In fact, even
early in the pandemic you didn’t
really need to. There were rules
to follow whether you liked them
or not. Capacity was limited,
hours were restricted, or shops
were closed. People were strongly
urged to opt out of activities they’d
normally engage in.
This is evident in data we collected
from university students in fall 2020
and spring 2021. One question we
asked was, “What has been the
hardest part of the pandemic for
you?” Responses included “Not
being able to see my friends and
family,” “Having to take classes
online,” “Being forced to stay
home” and many other similar
frustrations.

Many of our survey respondents
were either not able to do things
they wanted to do or were forced
to do things they didn’t want to do.
In either case, the guidelines were
clear-cut and the decisions were less
of a struggle.
As restrictions ease and people think
about “living with” the coronavirus,
the current phase of the pandemic
brings with it a new need to make
cost-benefit calculations.
It’s important to remember that
not everyone has experienced these
kinds of decisions in the same way.
Throughout the course of the
pandemic there have been people
who did not have the luxury of
choice and needed to go to work
regardless of the risk. There have
also been those who have taken
risks all along. On the other end of
the spectrum, some people continue
to stay isolated and avoid almost
every situation with the potential for
contracting COVID-19.
Those who experience the most
decision fatigue are those who are
in the middle – they want to avoid
COVID-19 but also want to get
back to the activities they enjoyed
before the pandemic.
Psychologist Daniel Kahneman
wrote in his book “Thinking, Fast
and Slow” that “when faced with a
difficult question, we often answer
an easier one instead.”
Making decisions about risk and
uncertainty is hard. For instance,
trying to think through the
probability of catching a potentially
deadly virus while going to an

indoor movie theater is difficult.
So people tend to think in terms of
binaries – “this is safe” or “this is
unsafe” – because it’s easier.
The problem is that answering
easier questions instead of trickier
ones leaves you vulnerable to
cognitive biases, or errors in thought
that affect your decision-making.
One of the most prevalent of these
biases is the availability heuristic.
That’s what psychologists call the
tendency to judge the likelihood
of an event based on how easily it
comes to mind. How much a certain
event is covered in the media, or
whether you’ve seen instances of it
recently in your life, can sway your
estimate. For example, if you’ve
seen stories of a plane crash in
the news recently, you may believe
the probability of being in a plane
crash to be higher than it actually is.
The effect of the availability
heuristic on pandemic-era decisionmaking often manifests as making
choices based on individual cases
rather than on overall trends. On
one side, people may feel fine going
to a crowded indoor concert because
they know others in their lives who
have done this and have been fine
– so they judge the likelihood of
catching the coronavirus to be
lower as a result. On the other
hand, someone who knows a friend
whose child caught COVID-19 at
school may now think the risks of
transmission in schools are much
higher than they really are.
Furthermore, the availability
heuristic means these days you

continued on page 11
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Strong Influences Help Mold 2022 US Teacher of the Year

Oberlin High School history teacher Kurt Russell, teaches an African-American history class, Thursday, April 14, in Oberlin, Ohio.

By MARK GILLISPIE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
OBERLIN, Ohio (AP) — It hardly
seems a stretch to say Kurt Russell was
born to be a history teacher.
Raised on his mother’s stories
about segregation and the civil rights
movement in Alabama and influenced
by teachers from his childhood, the
50-year-old Russell has spent the last
25 years teaching history and African
American history at Oberlin High
School outside Cleveland.
The Council of Chief State School
Officers announced Tuesday that
Russell is the organization’s National
Teacher of the Year for 2022. The
group previously named him Ohio’s
teacher of the year.
“Kurt’s extensive career shows the
power of educators to shape the
lives of students from the classroom

to extracurricular activities to the
basketball court,” CCSSO Chief
Executive Officer Carissa Moffat
Miller said in a statement.
Russell will spend the next year
representing educators and serving
as an ambassador for students and
teachers across the country, the
organization said.
His classroom journey to teaching
began with his white kindergarten
teacher, Francine Toss, who read a
picture book about the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. as he and other
students sat in a circle in her classroom.
“She had the audacity to introduce
literature that was culturally relevant,”
Russell said. “I thought, ‘Wow, that’s a
guy who looks like me.’”
The die was further cast for his future

career as an eighth-grader when he
walked into a math class taught by
Larry Thomas, the first Black male
teacher he had encountered. Russell
said he was impressed by Thomas’
demeanor and how he carried himself
in the classroom.
“He was someone who looked like
me in front of the classroom who all
the kids enjoyed,” Russell said. “This
seemed like a profession that I could
enjoy. It just changed my life.”
His parents, Jerry and Retta Russell,
who grew up attending segregated
schools in Alabama, moved to Oberlin
in the late 1960s, his father for
construction work and his mother to
escape the vestiges of the Jim Crow
south.
His mother as a high school student

in Linden, Alabama, marched with
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., who
came to Linden at the invitation of
the Rev. Ralph Abernathy, King’s
close friend and collaborator in the
civil rights movement. Students left
school that day to join the march.
“That’s how I fell in love with
history, by hearing those stories,”
Russell said.
Russell obtained his “dream job”
of teaching in Oberlin, the city
where he grew up, after graduating
from the College of Wooster in
1994. He helped develop an African
American history course at Oberlin
High School in his first year there.
In addition to teaching two other
general history classes, Russell and
a music teacher have developed
a class called Black Music in the
African Diaspora that covers the
blues, jazz and R&B.
He
credited
the
school
administration for supporting the
creation of the class. “They could
have said, ‘No. We don’t need that
right now,’” Russell said.
Oberlin High School Principal
Brent Betts lauded Russell’s work.
Russell also is the boys basketball
coach at Oberlin. His team finished
the season with a 16-6 record and
a conference championship. Betts
said Russell sees the development
of young men as more important
than developing basketball players.
“One of the greatest things about
Kurt Russell is the classroom
culture he’s created,” Betts said.
“He’s created a culture where
everybody has a voice and students
feel comfortable sharing their
opinions.”
Russell has high expectations and
demands academic rigor, Betts said.
“He does not allow them to settle
for less,” Betts said. “They talk

about tough subjects.”
Asked about critical race
theory, an academic framework
about systemic racism decried
by conservative politicians and
commentators, Russell called it a
“dog whistle.”
“I always tell individuals I do not
teach controversial courses,” Russell
said. “I teach different courses.
There’s nothing controversial about
teaching about women’s rights or
the gay rights movement.”
Russell led a discussion during
his African American history class
last week tracing seminal events
leading to civil rights movement.
He started with the Scottsboro
Boys, nine Black teens who were
falsely accused of raping two white
women in the 1930s in Alabama,
to Emmett Till, a 14-year-old
black teen brutally murdered in
Mississippi by two white men in
1955 after being accused of flirting
with a white woman. Students were
then asked to form groups to list
the four most important rights of
Americans. Russell energetically
guided the discussion, with all the
students agreeing that access to the
ballot box is a crucial right.
When Russell asked whether
convicted murderers should have
the right to vote, the students
weren’t able to reach a consensus
before the dismissal bell rang. When
asked about the question afterward,
Russell said murderers don’t have
that right but he wanted to put
the question before his students to
consider it.
“That’s a tough one,” he said with
a smile.
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The Rise of The Electric Vehicle Is
Underway, But Faces Challenges
By CHAYCE MATHENY
CONTRIBUTOR | MATHENY49@MARSHALL.EDU

C

hange can sometimes
be difficult, especially
when it comes to the
way people travel.
Humans have basically
traveled in the same way for
over a century through the use
of ICE’s (Internal Combustion
Engine) which is your everyday
gasoline and diesel-powered
vehicles.
Fueling these vehicles has
become much more difficult
over time. Gas prices hit an alltime high in March. According
to the Associated Press, Gas
prices were at an average of
$4.43 per gallon and went up
79 cents in a two-week period.
In many parts of America, gas
prices have reached $6, and in
Southern California, gas prices
have hit $7 per gallon.
Diesel prices have also seen
an increase, with the price up
$1.18 in the past few weeks,
averaging $5.20 a gallon.
The record-setting prices
came after President Biden
announced a ban on Russian
oil, natural gas, and coal
imports in response to the
Ukraine invasion.
“That means Russian oil will
no longer be acceptable at U.S.
ports and the American people
will deal another blow to Putin’s
war machine,” President Biden
said a few weeks ago.
With gas prices on the rise
and supply likely to stay low

into the foreseeable future, is
it time for another alternative?
Electric vehicles are becoming
more popular by the day and
there are already proposed
future bans in place for the
sale of ICE’s in many states in
America.
The states that have proposed
bans include New Jersey, New
York, California, and many
others. America seems to be
moving beyond gasoline and
diesel to a cleaner and cheaper
alternative.
“Electric vehicles are inevitably
the future. We are in a huge
revolution currently,” Todd
Judy Lead Mechanic Robert
Klassen said last week.
According to CarandDriver.
com an average electrical
vehicle in America will run
you about $50,000 new, while
your average ICE vehicle in
America will likely run you
about $40,000 new.
When it comes to charging
versus fueling, charging an
electric car will more likely cost
much less than filling up an ICE
vehicle with gasoline or diesel.
But how much can you really
save, and why is it cheaper to
go electric instead?
While gas prices have indeed
significantly raised in the wake
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
so has the price of electricity
and particularly in parts of
America.

Even with the regional surges
in electricity prices, it’s still
significantly more expensive
to fill your tank up than it is to
charge your electric vehicle’s
battery.
Also, unlike ICE vehicles,
electric vehicles have the upper
hand because they use much
less energy. According to the
Department of Energy (DOE),
the average ICE vehicle could
have an efficiency (energy to
the wheels) of less than 25%.
This means that the other
75% of the energy will be lost
as heat and as other internal
combustion engine systems.
Disregarding the benefits of
regenerative braking, electric
vehicles have an efficiency of
over 65%. The other 35% is
energy lost in charging and
drive system losses (battery
system cooling and heat).
When it comes to the
durability and longevity of
electric vehicles compared to
ICE vehicles, it can be become
tricky because in the case of
any vehicle, the durability
and longevity depends on how
well you can take care of it
throughout the years.
According to Autotrader, an
electric vehicle does not have
nearly as many expensive parts
to replace because both the
engine and transmission of ICE
vehicles are made up of much
smaller components, such as

camshafts and head gaskets,
which can fail prematurely.
Electric vehicles have fewer
maintenance
appointments
to worry about, and do not
have engines or multi-speed
transmissions, so they aren’t
going to have problems in
that regard. Also, according to
Autotrader, an electric vehicles
most expensive repair is mainly
fixing the battery. Like batteries
in ICE vehicles, electric vehicle
batteries eventually deteriorate
because the long-term use
of it, but unlike batteries in
ICE vehicles, electric vehicle
batteries on average cost
around $5,000 to replace.
An electric vehicle battery
usually lasts on an average of
10 years before needing to be
replaced. Many vehicles with
gasoline and diesel engines
can run up to around 200,000
miles, which is more than 10
years if they’re driven on an
annual average of 12,000 to
15,000 miles. But that is also
considering that there will be
zero engine component fails
over that span of time, which
is unlikely.
Most car manufactures who
produce
electric
vehicles
normally offer warranties on
batteries and even Tesla offers
a battery warranty of 8 years or
120,000 miles.
“I don’t believe electric vehicles
are practical enough right now,

there isn’t enough charging
stations for us,” Todd Judy Ford
Diesel Mechanic Alex Belcher
said. “Charging is mostly done
at home currently but maybe in
15-20 years it will be practical
enough for us but not right
now.”
The problem Belcher pointed
out is correct. The charging
infrastructure is a huge hurdle
for many electric vehicle
owners. Popular cities and
suburbs offer electric vehicle
charging stations, but rural
areas have far fewer options by
comparison. The convenience
of a home charging station
is nice, but it’s a problem for
consumers who rent. If you do
decide to mostly charge at home,
then according to US Energy
Information Administration if
driven around 1,000 miles per
month, it will cost in between
$34 to $46 per month charging
at home.
Owning an electric vehicle can
save you money in the long run.
And if you plan on shopping for
a new vehicle anytime soon, it’s
good to know you can choose
any car that suits you best.
But, eventually as the bans on
ICE’s come and the pricing and
availability of electric vehicles
become even more competitive,
it’s likely that electric vehicles
will continue to become more
viable over time.
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Pandemic Decision Makinig Continued
think much more about the risks of
catching COVID-19 than about other
risks life entails that receive less media
attention. While you’re worrying about
the adequacy of a restaurant’s ventilation
system, you overlook the danger of getting
into a car accident on your way there.
Decisions in general, and during
a pandemic in particular, are about
weighing risks and benefits and dealing
with risk and uncertainty.
Because of the nature of probability,
you can’t be sure in advance whether
you’ll catch COVID-19 after agreeing
to dine at a friend’s house. Furthermore,
the outcome does not make your decision
right or wrong. If you weigh the risks and

benefits and accept that dinner invitation,
only to end up contracting COVID-19 at
the meal, it doesn’t mean you made the
wrong decision – it just means you rolled
the dice and came up short.
On the flip side, if you accept the
dinner invitation and don’t end up with
COVID-19, don’t get too smug; another
time, the outcome might be different. All
you can do is try to weigh what you know
of the costs and benefits and make the
best decisions you can.
During this next phase of the pandemic,
we recommend remembering that
uncertainty is a part of life. Be kind to
yourself and others as we all try to make
our best choices.

What We’re They Wearing Continued
Hardin
received
a
sentence of 10 to 25
years in prison for each
of his counts. Following
his release, he will be on
supervision for 30 years
and will be registered as a
sex offender for life.
Earlier this year, the West
Virginia Supreme Court
of Appeals upheld his
conviction. “The feeling I
had was just pure relief,”
Haney said. “Everything
I had worked toward was
finally worth it.”
Today, Haney advocates

for other victims. Next
month she will graduate
from nursing school with
her bachelor’s degree,
with plans to work in
pediatric oncology as well
as a sexual assault nursing
examiner.

SACRED HEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
2015 Adams Ave. Huntington, WV
304-429-4318

HD-457559

www.fifthavenuebaptist.org
304-523-0115

Rev. Dr. Parrish L. Bridges, Pastor
Worship will begin at 10:45 AM
Sunday School 9:30 AM
You can find all the Live Stream links on our website.
Phone Live Stream: toll free (833) 286-5433
Masks required to be worn at all church events.

OUR LADY OF FATIMA
Catholic Parish & Parish School

545 Norway Ave., Huntington • 304-525-0866

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm
Sunday 8 am, 11:00 am & 6:30 pm
Confession: Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 pm
or by appointment

www.ourfatimafamily.com
Father Tijo George, Pastor

St. Joseph Roman
Catholic Church

Pastor: Msgr. Dean Borgmeyer
Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
12:00 Noon, 5:30 pm
Confessions
Saturday 8:25 am
Saturday 3:30 pm-4:25 pm
or by appointment

HD-457560

Visit our website for Worship Services
and for other times of Bible study, worship, and activities
for children, youth, and adults.

Rev. Fr. Thomas

HUNTINGTON, WV
526 13th Street
(304) 525-5202

Father Shaji Thomas

WWW.FPCWV.ORG

1015 FIFTH AVENUE
HUNTINGTON, WV 25701
304-526-6476

HD-459860

1135 Fifth Avenue
Corner of Fifth Avenue & 12th Street in downtown Huntington
Sunday Morning Worship – 10:45 am
Social distancing & wearing masks required

Sunday Mass: 11:00a.m.
Daily Masses: 12:05 on
Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday
Confession by appointment

HD-457558

ffpc

Fifth Avenue Baptist Church

First Presbyterian Church
of Huntington

828 15th St. (on 9th Ave) Htgn.
248-996-3960

HD-469011

HD-469004

To advertise on this page,
call Brenda at (304) 526-2752

St. Peter Claver
Catholic Church

Mass Times: Sat. 5:00pm, Sun. 9am,
Confessions on Sat. 4:30pm-4:45pm or
anytime by appointment
Office Hours Mon-Fri. 9am-12pm

HD-457561

CATHOLIC
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United For Love Celebrates LGBTQ+ Pride

HD-471188

Mayor Steve Williams gave opening remarks on Saturday.
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